
CHAUVINISM IN MEDICINE.
A bill before the Michigan legislature proposes to

make Canadian physicians who wish to register and
who do not possess American qualifications take one

year of study in the Michigan medical schools. Canada
has a similar practice; in some of the provinces no

one not possessing Canadian or British qualifications
can register without taking a course in one of the pro-
vincial schools. We have already commented on this
fact in connection with Dr. Osler's lecture on Chauvin-
ism in medicine, as a brilliant illustration of what he
was warning against, in the very community in which
he spoke. We can not say that we entirely like this
sort of retaliatory reciprocity, and should regret to see

Michigan adopt the Canadian policy. Let the Canadian
applicant for practice go through a thorough examina-
tion, let him bring evidence of character and standing,
but, if these are satisfactory, it is entirely superfluous
to make him go through a local school for the sake
of fees or to discourage his incoming. We need not
be narrow because others are.

THE DIPLOMA VS. EXAMINATION.
Under the general system of medical examinations as

a prerequisite to the granting of license to practice
medicine it is inevitable that the few states that still
require only a diploma will be the dumping-ground for
incompetents and quacks. A diploma means only that
its holder has satisfied the faculty of his college, that he
has passed its requirements, and this does not by any
means always imply that he is fitted to take charge of
the lives and health of the public. Moreover, there
are diplomas and diplomas, and there is no absolute
surety of their value except in a very discriminating and
limited list of recognized institutions. The acceptance
of a mere diploma is, in fact, a surrender of the right
of the state to fully protect its citizens. It is for these
reasons that we regret to see that in the amended law
now before the Colorado legislature this feature is re-

tained and examination only required for non-gradu-
ates or those from unrecognized institutions. We can
not say what were all the circumstances that induced its
retention, but it is regrettable that it was thought advis¬
able. The quality of the medical profession in Colorado
will not be improved by lax requirements of professional
qualifications. There are now hardly more than half a

dozen states and territories that admit to practice on

diplomas. It will be unfortunate for Colorado if it is
to remain among them.

PHYSICIANS' AND LAWYERS' INCOMES IN BERLIN.
Medical practice in Berlin apparently does not pay

so well as the profession of law, according to the Berliner
Lokal-Anzeiger of January 29. In it an interesting
comparison of the income of physicians and lawyers is
made, greatly to the disadvantage of the former. In
the district there were last year 3,639 physicians as

against 3,458 in the preceding and 3,376 in 1900. In
144, 3.95 per cent., there was absolutely no income
whatever. In 977, or 26.85 per cent., there was a total
income of $225 to $750; 640, or 17.56 per cent., had
from $750 to $1,250; 1,033, or 17.8 per cent., had from
$1,250 to $2,625; 649, or 17.8 per cent., had from $2,625

to $12,500, and 49, or 1.4 per cent., had from $12,500
to $55,000 income. It would seem, therefore, that
nearly one-half of the Berlin physicians, or more par-
ticularly, about 44 per cent., had an income of $1,200
or less. According to the figures for legal practice
furnished by authorities, which, on the other hand, only
included the net income, 10 per cent, of the lawyers
received under $750; 12 per cent, had from $750 to
$1,250; 50 per cent, from $1,250 to $2,500; 12 per
cent, from $2,500 to $3,750; 8 per cent, from $3,750
to $5,000, and 8 per cent, over $5,000. There are, there¬
fore, just twice as many physicians as lawyers with an
income of $3,000 or less, and yet the medical profession
increases in numbers. There must be something in
scientific medicine that is attractive to the ingenuous
youthful mind, altogether aside from mercenary con¬
siderations.

FOOLISH LEGISLATION.
There seems to be a tendency on the part of some

state legislators to propose very unjust and ridiculous
laws, some of which have a medical bearing. Among
them are the anti-kissing laws which have been intro-
duced in several state legislatures within the last two
or three years, and such acts as the Wemple bill, now
before the New York legislature. The latter is, we
think, only a repetition of what was proposed one or two
years ago to prevent any operation on a female exceptin the presence of a near friend. The author of this
bill, as the New York Tribune says, possesses a singular
lack of familiarity with the requisites of success in dif-
ficult surgery. Still another that perhaps might be
placed in this class is the so-called "health day" proposi-
tion in the Utah legislature, which, it is said, is pro-
posed to be also introduced in Illinois. This provides
that on a certain day of the year general house clean¬
ing and disinfection shall be practiced, and that it shall
be a misdemeanor to fail to clean up. This would turn
everybody out of doors for the time being. We might
reproduce the Jewish feast of the tabernacles and go into
camps. Speaking seriously, however desirable a gen¬
eral house cleaning might be, such a law as this would
be almost impossible to enforce and would cause serious
inconvenience, and in most communities, we think,
would soon pass into "innocuous desuetude." It would
require inspection to enforce the law, and this could
be better done with a wider range of action; a good
sanitary inspection with power to enforce orders, which
is perfectly practicable, would be all that is required
and far better than the naming of a special day for
universal house cleaning and general tearing up of
things. We can, therefore, class this among the fake
legislations, or at least among the ill-judged proposi¬
tions that we trust will not be made laws. However goodthe idea the difficulties would defeat its usefulness.

THE CALIFORNIA PLAGUE SITUATION.
The plague situation in California appears to be

clearing up. The new governor is not following in the
footsteps of his predecessor, but, as was to be expectedfrom his antecedents, is in favor of active measures,
rather than the ostrich policy of denial, to secure to
the state a clean bill of health. As one evidence of
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